
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Debbie Mann        

Department: Foreign Languages & Literature   Phone Number: (618) 650-2314 

E-mail Address: jmann@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded students 

(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which 

student receives the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Anywhere with computer and internet access  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The URCA Assistant in this position will read (in English) up to eight detective novels by anglophone Canadian 

novelist Louise Penny. The purpose of the project is to determine how the province of Quebec is portrayed by Penny 

and how the French language is used when it is included in the characters' dialogue. The URCA Assistant for Fall 

2015 will have already finished work on at least the first two Louise Penny novels. The work for Spring 2016 will 

be to continue gathering data from the next eight books.  

The outcome of the project will be a conference paper and article which discuss the portrait of Quebec created for 

English-speaking readers through Louise Penny's fiction. The paper will be proposed for the conference of the 

American Council on Quebec Studies (ACQS) to be held November 3-6, 2016 in Portland, Maine. The abstract will 

be submitted by the April 15, 2016 deadline based on the data gathered and analyzed up to that point.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA Assistant will be responsible for the following:  

     

   1. Reading as many of the Louise Penny novels (which I will provide) as possible in the time frame allotted for 

URCA work.  

     

   2. Taking notes on each time Quebec history, culture or issues in contemporary Quebec society are mentioned in 

each of the novels read and annotating place names and names of historical figures.  

     

   3. Taking notes on each time French is used in the characters' dialogue - e.g. what is expressed? who is speaking? 

who is being spoken to? in what social context?  

     

   4. Doing a search online to find interviews with Louise Penny and reviews of her novels to compile a list of these 

resources.  

     

   5. If time permits, reading the interviews and book reviews and taking notes on how the content relating to Quebec 

is viewed by the author and her readers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The outcome goals for the student are      

   1. to gain experience conducting literary and linguistic research which will lead to a product (paper and /or article) 

for which the URCA assistant will be listed as co-author. The student's work will provide the raw material from 

which I will draw conclusions about Penny's portrayal of Quebec in her novels.      

   2. to discover facts about Quebec history, culture and society which will emerge from the portrait of Quebec 

provided in the Louise Penny novels      

   3. to learn how scholarship in literary analysis is conducted by discussing with me the evidence he/she has found 

in the novels and to begin to draw conclusions regarding the interpretation of this evidence  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Students should have reading proficiency in French at the intermediate level (FR 201, 202) 

 

 


